
1

Court  Announces Plans for 16 th Judicial  Conference
October 13-14,  2003 Clarion Hotel and

Conference Center Shepherdstown, West Virginia
ow many folks plan to have lunch with Abraham
Lincoln  th i s  fa l l?   You can ,  i f  you  a t tend  the
upcoming U.S. Court of Federal Claims Judicial
Confe rence  on  Oc tobe r  13 -14  a t  t he  C la r ion
Hote l  in  Shepherds town,  Wes t  Vi rg in ia .   The

Clarion is just  an hour and a half  drive from Washington,
DC.   The re  i s  a  spec i a l  r oom ra t e  o f  $79 .00  fo r  t hose
who plan to stay Monday night.  Note:  You must  register
d i r e c t l y  w i t h  t h e  C l a r i o n  H o t e l  b y  c a l l i n g  3 0 4 - 8 7 6 -
7 0 0 0  b e f o r e  J u l y  3 1 ,  2 0 0 3  t o  g e t  t h i s  r a t e .   For
further hotel information, visit http://www.clarionshepherdstown.com.
On the  a f t e rnoon  be fo re  t he  con fe rence  (Oc tobe r  13 t h )
come jo in  your  f e l low members  o f  the  ba r  ( and  the i r
famil ies)  and at tend one of  several  special  tour  offer ings
of  An t i e t am Na t iona l  Ba t t l e f i e ld  and  Harpe r s  Fe r ry .
The  confe rence  k i cks  o f f  Monday  even ing  wi th  a  w ine
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Bar Association on the Internet
Find out about upcoming Bar Association programs and other important information
from the CFC's Web site.

www.uscfc.uscourts.gov

O
New Amendments to Rules Proposed by Court

C o n f l u e n c e  o f  t h e  P o t o m a c  a n d
Shenandoah  R ive rs  a t  Harpers  Fer ry .
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n  June  6  t he  Cour t  o f  Fede ra l  C la ims  announced  tha t  i t  p roposes  t o  make  amendmen t s
to  i t s  r u l e s  gove rn ing  Congres s iona l  Re fe rence  Cases  (Append ix  D)  and  to  i t s  r u l e s
govern ing  Compla in t s  o f  Jud ic ia l  Misconduc t  and  Disab i l i ty .   The  t ex t  o f  the  p roposed
amendmen t s  may  be  found  a t  t he  cou r t ’ s  web  s i t e  a t  h t t p : / /www.usc f c .u scou r t s . gov /

a n n o u n c e . h t m.   The  purpose  o f  the  jud ic i a l  misconduc t  ru l e  changes  i s  t o  confo rm the  ru le s
to  r ecen t  s t a tu to ry  amendment s  con ta ined  in  the  Jud ic i a l  Improvemen t s  Ac t  o f  2002 ,  28
U.S .C .  §§  351-364 ,  and  to  i nco rpo ra t e  upda te s  t o  t he  i l l u s t r a t i ve  ru l e s  on  th i s  sub jec t
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The  Cour t ’ s  Jud i c i a l  Con fe r ence
l a s t  O c t o b e r  w a s  a  c e l e b r a t i o n  o f
the 20 th y e a r  o f  o u r  i n c a r n a t i o n  a s  a
s e p a r a t e  A r t i c l e  I  c o u r t  u n d e r  t h e
j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  t h e  n e w l y  c r e a t e d
U n i t e d  S t a t e s  C o u r t  o f  A p p e a l s  f o r
t h e  F e d e r a l  C i r c u i t ,  p u r s u i t  t o  t h e
F e d e r a l  C o u r t s  I m p r o v e m e n t  A c t  o f
1 9 8 2 .  A s  m a n y  o f  t h e  p r a c t i t i o n e r s
b e f o r e  t h e  C o u r t  –  a n d  t h e  g e n e r a l
C o u r t  c o m m u n i t y  –  m a y  b e  a w a r e ,
w e  o b s e r v e d  t h e  o c c a s i o n  w i t h  a
z e s t y ,  a c a d e m i c  d e b a t e  a n d
d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  f u t u r e  o f  t h e
C o u r t ,  i t s  u n i q u e  r o l e  i n  t h e
ad jud ica t ion  o f  money  c l a ims
a g a i n s t  t h e  f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t ,  i t s
c o n t i n u e d  v i t a l i t y ,  a n d  a
c o m p a r i s o n  o f  o u r  C o u r t  w i t h  t h e
m e c h a n i s m s  f o r  s u i t s  a g a i n s t  t h e
s o v e r e i g n  i n  a  n u m b e r  o f  f o r e i g n
c o u n t r i e s .

Former  Ch ie f  Judge  Loren  Smi th
a n d  P r o f e s s o r  S t e v e n  S c h o o n e r  o f
G e o r g e  W a s h i n g t o n  U n i v e r s i t y
Schoo l  o f  Law deba ted  the  l a t t e r ’ s
p r o p o s i t i o n  t h a t  t h e  C o u r t ’ s
j u r i s d i c t i o n  a n d  c a s e l o a d  c o u l d  b e
s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  d i s t r i b u t e d  i n  i t s
e n t i r e t y  t o  t he  (Ar t i c l e  I I I  )  U .S .
d i s t r i c t  c o u r t s .   A m o n g  o t h e r
v a l u e d  s p e a k e r s ,  P r o f e s s o r s  J u d i t h
Resn ick  o f  Ya le  Law School ,
J o s h u a  S c h w a r t z  o f  G e o r g e
W a s h i n g t o n  U n i v e r s i t y  S c h o o l  o f
Law,  Gregory Sisk of  Drake
U n i v e r s i t y  S c h o o l  o f  L a w ,  a n d
C r a i g  S t e r n  o f  R e g e n t  U n i v e r s i t y
Schoo l  o f  Law we ighed  in  w i th
t h e i r  v a r i o u s  e n d o r s e m e n t s  o f  t h e
u t i l i t y  o f  t he  Cour t ,  c a l l s  fo r
g r a n t i n g  i t  g r e a t e r  r e m e d i a l
a u t h o r i t y ,  o r  o t h e r  d i s a g r e e m e n t
w i t h  t h e  p r o p o s a l  t h a t  i t  b e
a b o l i s h e d .   T h e  a g e n d a  o f  t h e
c o n f e r e n c e  w a s ,  i n  t h a t  s e n s e ,
d e l i b e r a t e l y  p r o v o c a t i v e .   W e
a p p a r e n t l y  s u c c e e d e d ,  h o w e v e r
s o m e w h a t  b e y o n d  w h a t  w e  h a d
c o n t e m p l a t e d .

I n  M a r c h ,  t h e  W a s h i n g t o n  P o s t
p u b l i s h e d  a n  e d i t o r i a l  e n d o r s i n g  t h e
C o u r t ’ s  a b o l i t i o n .   T h e  g e n e s i s  a n d
t iming  of  the  Pos t ’ s  ed i to r ia l  a re
b e y o n d  o u r  k e n  b u t ,  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  i t s
e d i t o r i a l  h a s  c o n t i n u e d  t h e  a c a d e m i c
a n d  p r a c t i c a l  d i s c u s s i o n  t h a t  w e
i n i t i a t e d ,  i t  m a y  a c t u a l l y  p r o v e  t o  b e
a  v a l u a b l e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e
e f f o r t s  o f  m a n y  t o  h i g h l i g h t  t h e  w o r k
o f  t h e  C o u r t  a n d  f o c u s  t h e
d i s c u s s i o n  o n  v a r i o u s  w a y s  t o
s t r e n g t h e n  t h e  C o u r t ’ s  a u t h o r i t y  t o
p r o v i d e  m o r e  c o m p l e t e  j u s t i c e  t o
d e s e r v i n g  l i t i g a n t s  a g a i n s t  t h e
g o v e r n m e n t .

T h e  C o u r t  a p p r e c i a t e s  t h e  i n p u t  o f
t h e  C o u r t ’ s  b a r  a s s o c i a t i o n ,  w h i c h ,
b y  m e a n s  o f  a  l e t t e r   t o  t h e  e d i t o r
f r o m  B a r  A s s o c i a t i o n  P r e s i d e n t  J o h n
E u l e r ,  r e s p o n d e d  t o  t h e  Pos t ’s
e d i t o r i a l  w i t h  a n  e n d o r s e m e n t  o f  t h e
r o l e  o f  t h e  C o u r t .   T h a t  l e t t e r ,  i n  a n
e d i t e d  v e r s i o n ,  a p p e a r e d  i n  t h e  P o s t
o n  A p r i l  9  a n d  i s  r e p r i n t e d  i n  t h i s
n e w s l e t t e r .   U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h e
p u b l i s h e d  v e r s i o n  o f  t h e  l e t t e r
o m i t t e d  a  k e y  o b s e r v a t i o n  t h a t  t h e
member s  o f  t he  Cour t ’ s  ba r  a r e
g e n e r a l l y  p r a c t i t i o n e r s  i n  b o t h  t h i s
C o u r t  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  U . S .  d i s t r i c t
c o u r t s  a n d  t h u s  i n  a  g o o d  p o s i t i o n
t o  a s s e s s  t h e  v a l u e  o f  t h e  C o u r t  o f
Federa l  C la ims .

I t  b e a r s  n o t i n g  t h a t  t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  a
jud ic ia l  fo rum for  hear ing  c la ims
a g a i n s t  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  s i n c e  1 8 5 5 !
T h e  C o u r t  o f  F e d e r a l  C l a i m s  i s  t h e
i n h e r i t o r  o f  t h a t  s p e c i a l  f u n c t i o n

a n d  h a s  c o n s i s t e n t l y  b e e n
g i v e n  a d d i t i o n a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n
over  t ime.   For  example ,  in  2000,
a f t e r  e x t e n s i v e  s t u d y  b y  t h e
GAO,  Congre s s  r emoved
c o n c u r r e n t  b i d  p r o t e s t
j u r i s d i c t i o n  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t
c o u r t s  a n d  g a v e  t h i s  C o u r t
e x c l u s i v e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  t h o s e
a c t i o n s .
T h e  c u r r e n t  d o c k e t  o f  t h e  C o u r t
i s  o v e r  4 , 0 0 0  c a s e s ,  i n c l u d i n g
v a c c i n e  c a s e s .   E v e n  w i t h o u t
i n c l u s i o n  o f  t h e  v a c c i n e  c a s e
n u m b e r s ,  c o m p a r i s o n  o f  r a w
c a s e  s t a t i s t i c s  i n  t h i s  C o u r t
w i t h  t h o s e  o f  d i s t r i c t  c o u r t  i s
i n a p t ,  i n a s m u c h  a s  d i s t r i c t
c o u r t s ,  u n l i k e  o u r  C o u r t ,
e m p l o y  a  w e i g h t e d - c a s e
r e p o r t i n g  m e t h o d o l o g y .   I n
2002 ,  the re  were  c l a ims  to ta l ing
$49 .2  b i l l i on  and  judgmen t s
awarded  i n  exces s  o f  $935 .4
mi l l i on .   Dec i s ions  o f  t he  Cour t
t y p i c a l l y  i n v o l v e  l e n g t h y
w r i t t e n  o p i n i o n s  a n d  c o m e  a t
t h e  e n d  o f  e x t e n s i v e  m o t i o n  a n d
d i s c o v e r y  p r a c t i c e .   T h e  C o u r t
pub l i shed  258  op in ions  in  2002 ,
m a k i n g  a  s u b s t a n t i a l
c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e
deve lopmen t  o f  t he  l aw .   I t  i s
t r u e  t h a t  t h e  p a r t i e s  s o m e t i m e s
h a v e  a l t e r n a t i v e  f o r a ,  b u t  t h e y
c o m e  t o  o u r  C o u r t  n e v e r t h e l e s s
b e c a u s e  t h e y  k n o w  t h a t  t h e
C o u r t  h a s  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r i z e d
e x p e r t i s e  t o  a d d r e s s  a n d
r e s o l v e  s u i t s  a g a i n s t  t h e
g o v e r n m e n t  ( a n d  i s  n o t
d i s t r a c t e d  b y  a  h i g h - v o l u m e
d o c k e t  o f  s m a l l e r  c a s e s  t h a t  i s
m o r e  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  m o r e  m o n e y
t h a n  c a s e s  b r o u g h t  i n  t h e
d i s t r i c t  c o u r t s .

I n  s h o r t ,  t h e r e  i s  m u c h  t o
c o n s i d e r  i n  t h e  c o n t i n u e d
d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  v i t a l i t y  o f
t he  Cour t .   We  we lcome  th i s
c o n t i n u e d  d e b a t e ,  j u s t  a s  w e

Message from the Chief Judge

cont'd on Page 6
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Message from the President

Dear Colleagues:

A s  w e  r e a c h  t h e  h a l f  w a y  p o i n t  o f  a n  a c t i v e  y e a r ,  t h e  p r o a c t i v e ,
I f  s t a r t i ng  member s  o f  t he  Ba r  Assoc i a t ion  and  i t s  Boa rd   have
accompl i shed  much .   H igh l igh t s  have  been  the  exce l l en t  CLE /
soc ia l   even t  wi th  Chie f  Judge  Damich  in  the  Spr ing ;  a  jo in t
e f fo r t  wi th  the  ABA in  Ar izona  in  May;  our  pub l i shed  response  to
the  Wash ing ton  Pos t  ed i to r i a l  on  the  fu tu re  o f  the  Cour t ;  a
snappy ,  cu r ren t  and  in fo rma t ive  web  s i t e  page ;  an  ou t s t and ing
newsle t te r .   Thanks  to  Mark  Meln ick ,  David  Church i l l ,  Gabr ie l le
Mangan ie l lo ,  and  Marc  Smi th  fo r  much  o f  ou r  success .

Look ing  ahead ,  p l ann ing  i s  we l l  under  way  fo r  the  Oc tober
jud ic ia l  confe rence  in  Shepherds town,  W.Va .   There  i s  a

separa te  a r t i c l e  by  Nanc ie  Marzu l l a  abou t  tha t  in  th i s  pub l i ca t ion  and  more  in fo rmat ion
on  the  web  s i t e .   D iane  Seward  i s  work ing  ha rd  and  do ing  wonders  in  the  membersh ip
a rena ,  f i nd ing  new ways  t o  r each  ou t  t o  member s  o f  t he  Ba r  o f  t he  Cour t .   Speak ing  o f
wh ich ,  i f  you  have  ye t  t o  r enew fo r  t he  cu r r en t  yea r ,   I  u rge  you  to  do  so  a t  you r  ea r l i e s t
oppor tun i ty .   We  now have  a  t eam of  au thor s  to  t ake  on  the  Desk  Book  under  J im
Brooksh i re ’ s  l eadersh ip .   S teve  Frahm i s  deve lop ing  an  in i t i a t ive  wi th  r e spec t  to
r e n e w a l  a n d  c u r r e n c y  o f  t h e  C o u r t ’ s  B a r .

F ina l ly ,  a t  Magg ie  Ea rnes t ’ s  sugges t ion ,  we  a re  look ing  fo r  ways  to   r each  ou t  to
l a w y e r s  w h o   h a v e  r e c e n t l y  e n t e r e d  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  l a w .   O n e  e x a m p l e  h a s  b e e n  t h e
fo rma t ion  o f  a  g roup  to  he lp  p l an  and  adv i se  on  the  jud ic i a l  confe rence .   Bo th  DOJ  and
p r i v a t e  l a w  f i r m  a t t o r n e y s  a t  t h e  e a r l y  s t a g e s  o f  t h e i r  c a r e e r s  h a v e  m e t  w i t h  M a g g i e ,
Nanc ie  Marzu l l a  ,  and  Judge  B lock  to  work  on  the  con fe rence .   The i r  pa r t i c ipa t ion  has
and  wi l l  con t inue  to  be  mean ingfu l  and  e f fec t ive .   Mark  Meln ick  and  Don  Kinner  a re  in
charge  o f  dev i s ing  add i t iona l  means  toward  b r ing ing  more  a t to rneys  in to  ac t ive
pa r t i c ipa t ion .   I t  i s  a  “win  win”  fo r  eve ryone .

P l e a s e  a c c e p t  m y  b e s t  w i s h e s  f o r  a  h a p p y  a n d  h e a l t h y  s u m m e r  s e a s o n .

-  John  Eule r
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Electronic Filing Comes to the Court of Federal Claims

T h e  n e w  C a s e  M a n a g e m e n t /
E lec t ron ic  Case  F i l e s  (CM/ECF)
sys t em o f  t he  U .S .  Cour t  o f  Fede ra l
C la ims  became  ope ra t i ona l  on  March
17 ,  2003 .   The  CM/ECF sys tem i s
b e i n g  i n s t a l l e d  i n  f e d e r a l  c o u r t s
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  n a t i o n .   I t  p r o v i d e s  a
n e w  c a s e  m a n a g e m e n t  s y s t e m  f o r
d o c k e t i n g  a n d  t r a c k i n g  c a s e  e v e n t s
( t h e  C M  c o m p o n e n t )  a n d  o f f e r s
j u d g e s  a n d  a t t o r n e y s  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o
f i l e  a n d  s e r v e  v a r i o u s  d o c u m e n t s
e l e c t r o n i c a l l y  ( t h e  E C F  c o m p o n e n t ) .

T h e  E C F  c o m p o n e n t  o f  t h e  s y s t e m
r e q u i r e s  o n l y  b a s i c  c o m p u t e r
h a r d w a r e  a n d  s o f t w a r e ,  a n d  o f f e r s
n u m e r o u s  b e n e f i t s ,  a m o n g  t h e m :

• 24 /7  f i l i ng  o f  va r ious ,  a s  we l l
a s  a c c e s s  t o  e l e c t r o n i c  d o c k e t
s h e e t s  a n d  d o c u m e n t s  f r o m
a n y  i n t e r n e t  c o n n e c t i o n .

• A u t o m a t i c  s e r v i c e  a n d
no t i c ing  o f  f i l i ngs  v i a  e -ma i l
a n d  i m m e d i a t e  a c c e s s  t o
e l e c t r o n i c  c o p i e s  o f  t h o s e
f i l i n g s .

• S i m u l t a n e o u s  a c c e s s  t o
d o c u m e n t s .

T h e  C M / E C F  s y s t e m  a l s o  a l l o w s
j u d g e s  t o  m o n i t o r  t h e i r  d o c k e t s  f r o m
r e m o t e  l o c a t i o n s  a n d  t o  r u l e  o n  m a n y
m o t i o n s  s i m p l y  b y  r e s p o n d i n g  w i t h
an  e-mai led  order .

T h e  b e n e f i t s  t h i s  s y s t e m  o f f e r s  a r e
p a r t i c u l a r l y  i m p o r t a n t  t o  a  n a t i o n a l
c o u r t ,  s u c h  a s  t h e  C o u r t  o f  F e d e r a l
C l a i m s ,  w h o s e  b a r  i s  d i s p e r s e d
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c o u n t r y .   T h a t  i s
w h y  t h e  c o u r t  w a s  i n c l u d e d  b y  t h e
Admin i s t r a t ive  Of f i ce  o f  U .S .  Cour t s
i n  t h e  f i r s t  w a v e  o f  t h e  i n s t a l l a t i o n

o f  t h e  n e w  C M / E C F  s y s t e m .   A n d
i t  i s  a l s o  w h y  t h e  ju d g e s  o f  t h e
c o u r t  h a v e  e a c h  v o l u n t e e r e d  t o
t a k e  e l e c t r o n i c  c a s e s  o n  t h e
s y s t e m .

A s  o f  M a r c h  1 7 t h ,  t h e  c o u r t
immedia t e ly  began  t r ack ing  i t s
e n t i r e  d o c k e t  u s i n g  t h e  n e w  C M /
E C F  s y s t e m .   T h e  c o u r t  a l s o
in i t i a t ed  e l ec t ron i c  f i l i ng  i n
c e r t a i n  c a s e s  d e s i g n e d  t o  “ t e s t
d r i ve”  t he  sy s t em.   Spec i f i c a l l y ,
a s  o f  t h a t  d a t e ,  a l l  e x i s t i n g
c o n t r a c t  c a s e s  f o r  C h i e f  J u d g e
D a m i c h ,  J u d g e  A l l e g r a  a n d  J u d g e
B l o c k  i n  w h i c h  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f
D e f e n s e  ( o r  a  s u b a g e n c y  t h e r e o f )
w a s  t h e  c o n t r a c t i n g  a g e n c y  w e r e
c o n v e r t e d  t o  e l e c t r o n i c  f i l i n g .
E l ec t ron i c  f i l i ng  a l so  became
m a n d a t o r y  i n  a l l  n e w  c o n t r a c t
c a s e s  r e c e i v e d  b y  t h e  c o u r t  i n
w h i c h  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  D e f e n s e
w a s  d i r e c t l y  i n v o l v e d .

B a s e d  o n  c o m m e n t s  r e c e i v e d  f r o m
t h e  b a r  a n d  t h e  j u d g e s ,  i n i t i a l
e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h  t h e  s y s t e m  h a s
b e e n  v e r y  p o s i t i v e .   I n  t h e  n e x t
s e v e r a l  m o n t h s ,  a  n u m b e r  o f
a d d i t i o n a l  c a s e s  w i l l  b e  a d d e d  t o
t h e  E C F  s y s t e m  –  b e g i n n i n g  J u n e
16 ,  2003 ,  a l l  new  con t r ac t  c a se s
w i l l  b e  e l e c t r o n i c ,  a n d  o n
September  8 ,  2003,  a l l  ex is t ing
c o n t r a c t  c a s e s  f o r  C h i e f  J u d g e
D a m i c h ,  a s  w e l l  a s  J u d g e s
Al l eg ra ,  B lock ,  B rugg ink  and
H e w i t t ,  w i l l  b e  c o n v e r t e d  i n t o
e l e c t r o n i c  c a s e s .   A  s u b s t a n t i a l
b l o c k  o f  a d d i t i o n a l  c a s e s ,
i n c l u d i n g  c e r t a i n  t a x  a n d
e n v i r o n m e n t a l  m a t t e r s ,  w i l l  b e
a d d e d  t o  t h e  e l e c t r o n i c  c a s e  f i l i n g
sys tem ea r ly  nex t  yea r .
S p e c i a l  p r o c e d u r e s  f o r  t h e s e  n e w
e l e c t r o n i c  c a s e  a r e  c o n t a i n e d  i n  a
Gene ra l  Orde r  2003-42 ,  s igned  by
Ch ie f  Judge  Damich  on  March  10 ,
2003 .   La te r  t h i s  f a l l ,  once  the
c o u r t  a n d  b a r  d e v e l o p  e x p e r i e n c e

i n  u s i n g  t h e  n e w  s y s t e m ,  t h a t
Genera l  Orde r  wi l l  be  conver t ed
i n t o  a n  a p p e n d i x  t o  t h e  c o u r t ’ s
r u l e s .   P u b l i c  c o m m e n t s ,  o f
c o u r s e ,  w i l l  b e  r e c e i v e d  o n  t h i s
p r o p o s e d  r u l e  c h a n g e .

M e m b e r s  o f  t h e  b a r  a r e
s t r o n g l y  u r g e d  t o  l e a r n  m o r e
a b o u t  t h e  n e w  s y s t e m .
A t t o r n e y s  w i l l  b e  n o t i f i e d  i f
t h e i r  c a s e  i s  a n  e l e c t r o n i c  o n e ,
a n d  w i l l  b e  o f f e r e d  v a r i o u s
f o r m s  o f  t r a i n i n g ,  i n c l u d i n g
l i v e  a n d  w e b - b a s e d  o p t i o n s .
T h o s e  a t t o r n e y s  w i l l  n e e d  t o
c o m p l e t e  c e r t a i n  b a s i c  t r a i n i n g
i n  o r d e r  t o  b e  r e g i s t e r e d  f o r  t h e
s y s t e m  a n d  r e c e i v e  a  p a s s w o r d .
Ex t ens ive  i n fo rma t ion  abou t
t h e  C M / E C F  s y s t e m ,  i n c l u d i n g
a  copy  o f  the  Genera l  Orde r ,   i s
a v a i l a b l e  o n  t h e  c o u r t ’ s  p u b l i c
w e b s i t e  a t  h t t p : / /www.
u s c f c . u s c o u r t s . g o v /
CMECF.htm .   F o r  f u r t h e r
ass i s t ance  wi th  CM/ECF,
a t t o r n e y s  s h o u l d  c o n t a c t  t h e
C M / E C F  U s e r  A s s i s t a n c e  l i n e
a t  (866)  784-6273 ( to l l  f ree)  or
(202)  219-9942 ,  Monday
through Fr iday ,  9am -  5  pm.
T h e  c o u r t  w e l c o m e s  c o m m e n t s
o n  t h e  n e w  s y s t e m  –  f o r
i n s t r u c t i o n s  o n  h o w  t o  p a s s
t h o s e  c o m m e n t s  a l o n g ,  p l e a s e
call  (202) 219-1316.

F r a n c i s  M .  A l l e g r a ,  J u d g e
  J o s e p h  O r g o v a n ,  S y s t e m s

M a n a g e r
  U . S .  C o u r t  o f  F e d e r a l  C l a i m s
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Change of Address?

RCFC 83 .1 ( c ) (3 )
r e q u i r e s  t h e  a t t o r n e y s
o f  r ecord  fo r  a l l
p a r t i e s  i n  a  C o u r t  o f
F e d e r a l  C l a i m s  c a s e  t o
“ p r o m p t l y  f i l e  w i t h  t h e
c l e r k  a n d  s e r v e  o n  a l l
o t h e r  p a r t i e s  a  n o t i c e
o f  a n y  c h a n g e  i n
addres s . ”   And  p l ease
remember ,  when  you
a r e  n o t i f y i n g  t h e  C o u r t
o f  any  change  o f
a d d r e s s ,  a l s o  n o t i f y  t h e
B a r  A s s o c i a t i o n .   T h i s
w i l l  h e l p  t o  e n s u r e
t h a t  y o u  c o n t i n u e  t o
r e c e i v e  n o t i f i c a t i o n  o f
C o u r t  a n d  B a r
A s s o c i a t i o n
a n n o u n c e m e n t s .   T h e
A s s o c i a t i o n ’ s  w e b  s i t e
i n c l u d e s  a  c h a n g e  o f
address  form to  make
t h i s  n o t i f i c a t i o n  q u i c k
a n d  p a i n l e s s .

t a s t ing ,  d inne r ,  and  a  Roas t ing  o f  the  cu r ren t  and  fo rmer  Ch ie f
Judges .   P re sen ta t ions  wi l l  a l so  be  made  a t  t he  d inne r  t o  t h i s
yea r ’ s  r ec ipen t s  o f  t he  Loren  A .  Smi th  Award  and  the  Go lden
Eag le  Award .

A  we l l - roas t ed  Ch ie f  Judge  Damich  wi l l  open  the  con fe rence  the
nex t  day  w i th  h i s  r emarks  on  t he  S t a t e  o f  t he  Cour t .   The  f i r s t
pane l ,  The  People ’ s  Cour t ,  wi l l  address  l i t t l e  known h i s to r ica l
f a c t s  a b o u t  t h e  c o u r t ,  a n d  t h e i r  r e l e v a n c e  t o  p r a c t i c e  b e f o r e  t h e
cour t  today .   An  “Ask  the  Judges”  pane l  wi l l  fo l low in  which  the
judges  w i l l  be  a sked  to  add res s  e th i ca l  i s sues  o f  conce rn  to
p rac t i t i one r s .   As  the  keyno te  luncheon  speaker ,  Mr .  L inco ln
wi l l  share  h i s  v iews  about  the  Civ i l  War  and  h i s  ro le  in  the
found ing  o f  the  U .S .  Cour t  o f  Federa l  C la ims .

In  the  a f t e rnoon  we  wi l l  b reak  in to  four  ses s ions  focus ing  on
spec ia l  p rac t i ce  a reas ,  i nc lud ing  gove rnmen t  con t r ac t s ,  t ak ings
and  in te l l ec tua l  p roper ty ,  t ax ,  and  vacc ine .   There  wi l l  be
con t inuous  hands -on  oppor tun i t i e s  fo r  Case  Management  /
E lec t ron ic  Case  F i l ing  (“CM/ECF”)  th roughou t  the  day  on
Oc tobe r  14 t h .   Groups  o f  p rac t i t i one r s  can  p re - r eg i s t e r  fo r  a
ses s ion  by  ca l l i ng  the  C le rk ’ s  o f f i ce .   As  the re  a re  a  l imi t ed
number  o f  the  spec ia l i zed  t r a in ing  sess ion  s lo t s ,  r eg i s t e r  ea r ly  i f
you  want  to  take  advantage  of  th i s  oppor tun i ty .

So  mark  your  ca l enda r s  t o  a t t end  th i s  impor t an t  even t .

The Clar ion  Hote l  and Conference  Center  is  an  easy  dr ive  f rom the
Wash ington ,  DC area ,  and  o f fe rs  shut t le  serv ice  f rom BWI ,  Reagan

Nat iona l  and  Dul les  A i rpor ts .

New Amendments cont'd from Page 1

promulga t ed  by  t he  Jud i c i a l  Confe rence  o f  t he  Un i t ed  S t a t e s .
The  cour t  inv i tes  the  pub l ic  to  p rov ide  comments  on  the
proposed  amendment s .   The  dead l ine  fo r  submi t t ing  comments
to  e i t he r  t he  cong re s s iona l  r e f e r ence  amendmen t s  o r  t he  j ud i c i a l
misconduc t  amendments  i s  Augus t  8 ,  2003 .   Comments  shou ld  be
a d d r e s s e d  t o :  M a r g a r e t  M .  E a r n e s t ,  C l e r k  o f  C o u r t ,  U n i t e d
S t a t e s  C o u r t  o f  F e d e r a l  C l a i m s ,  H o w a r d  T .  M a r k e y  N a t i o n a l
Cour ts  Bui ld ing ,  717 Madison  Place ,  NW, Washington ,  DC
20005.

Jud ic ia l  Con fe rence .  .  . con t 'd  f rom p .1
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Message from the
Chief Judge.. .cont 'd f rom p. 2

On March 26 ,  2003,  the
Washing ton  Pos t  published
an editorial  advocating the
abolition of the United
Sta tes  Cour t  of  Federa l
Claims.   The Court  of
Federal  Claims Bar
Association immediately
responded to  the  Pos t  in a
Letter  to the Editor ,  which
was published on April  9,
2003.   That  le t ter ,  as
published, follows:

w e l c o m e  t h e  m a n y  c o n s t r u c t i v e
c a l l s  f o r  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  o u r
j u r i s d i c t i o n  a n d  f o r  e x p a n d i n g
t h e  r e m e d i a l  p o w e r s  o f  t h e  C o u r t .
W e  m u s t  a l l  n e v e r t h e l e s s
m a i n t a i n  o u r  f o c u s  o n  t h e
u l t i m a t e  g o a l  a n d  r a t i o n a l e  f o r
a n y  s u c h  b o d y  t h a t  e n t e r t a i n s
t h e s e  c l a i m s  a g a i n s t  t h e
s o v e r e i g n :  f a i r  i n q u i r y  i n t o  s u c h
c l a i m s  a n d  c o m p l e t e  j u s t i c e  f o r
a n y  a n d  a l l  o f  t h o s e  w h o m  t h e
g o v e r n m e n t  h a s  w r o n g e d .

E d w a r d  J .  D a m i c h
C h i e f  J u d g e
U . S .  C o u r t  o f  F e d e r a l  C l a i m s


